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Gillespie Pilots Association

Saturday March 6, 2021

1

Gillespie Pilots Association
Virtual Meetings open to 

GPA Members Only
Saturday March 6, 2021
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Rules of  
Engagement…

• All participants will be muted initially. 
• Look for the symbol that allows you to wave your hand to ask a 

question.
• The host will recognize you and ask you to unmute. 
• You will be re-muted when your conversation is complete
• Have fun and enjoy – we hope to be able to meet in person 

soon!
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Rules of  
Engagement…

•Activate and Use CHAT feature to 
communicate
•Questions
•Nominations and motions
•Seconding nominations and motions
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Use Chat mode addressed to “everyone” 
to respond or ask a question…

• Use Chat mode
• To Everyone…
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Join GPA today - $10 annual 
membership dues

Pay online at Gillespie Pilots Association website
https://www.gillespiepilotsassociation.org/gpa-membership/options
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https://www.gillespiepilotsassociation.org/gpa-membership/options


3/6/21

4

GPA Meeting Agenda Saturday

• General Announcements
• Membership and dues due

• Airport Manager report
• KSEE construction progress

• KSEE Air Traffic Manager 
• KSEE Tower  Thomas Gordon
• Tower controller Stephen Price

• GCA’s to KNKX – Miramar
• LtCol Brad Butler

• Amazon proposal for airport property
• Classic Aircraft Display
• Raffle for 1-hour in Redbird FMX simulator
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GPA Meeting 
Schedule

•Next  MEETING 
April, 3 2021
•Maybe live maybe 
zoom… stay tuned
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GPA is a volunteer organization…

Virtual coffee & donuts 
today

“eat ‘em if  ya got ‘em…”
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Gillespie Pilots Association - website

Thanks to Chris Van Stelle for keeping the website current with great information….
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GPA WEBCAM Wednesday January 27
“most viewed graphic on our website”

Should be back next week…
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GPA on Facebook
• Pictures
• Dialog
• Announcements
• Sharing
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What’s 
happening in 
San Diego 
Aviation?

www.SocialFlight.com
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2020 GPA Officers and Board Members

Denny Breslin President

Leslie Day  Vice President

Wes Morris Secretary

Doug Ferry Treasurer

Rick Fordem Immediate Past President

Steve Geary GPA Board

Tom D'Amico GPA Board

Chris Van Stelle GPA Board/Webmaster
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EFB Data 
Integrity…
You should know by now that the FAA is 
dropping VORs left and right.

Garmin sources an aggregate or low-
royalty data to compile the databases 
found in the lower-cost versions of 
the non-certified applications, like my 
basic Garmin Pilot.

The data used in EFBs might or might 
not be the same data used in your 
certified, panel-mount navigators

It’s worth pointing out that with the FAA 
accelerating the rate of VOR decommissioning, 
this is more and more likely to occur
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Voluntary Crew Bag Weighing at DFW and CLT
The APA Safety Committee:
American Airlines is being tasked by the FAA to update the passenger weights and 
baggage weights used for our weight and balance calculations, to include crew 
members’ bags. The weighing of crew members’ bags will take place at two airports.
FAA representatives will be conducting the bag weight survey on the secure side of 
Known Crewmember (KCM) entrances in multiple terminals.
If a pilot doesn’t want their bag weighed, they do not need to participate.

49 pounds
15 ounces

Remember the days?
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KSEE Airport Administration News
Cathe Johnson: Airport Manager 

• Report
• Vehicle/ Pedestrian deviations 

(VP/D)
• Cajon Air Center Construction 
• Noise complaints north of Fanita
• Sky Harbor Lease
• Weld “Amazon” development
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VP/D = Vehicle or Pedestrian Deviation
2/2/21 Amazon Van: drove down taxiway B
2/18/21 Fed-Ex Truck: drove down taxiway C

YOU are responsible for anyone you provide 
access to the airfield.  Do not give out gate 
codes – please escort anyone you provide 
access inside the gates.   Delivery drivers are 
using the Vehicle Service Road and taxiways 
to deliver to other areas. 

Cajon Air Center - Proceeding according to schedule 
Project completing date June 2021 – Expect to re-open wash 
rack 1-2 months early! 

ATC Returning to Standard Hours: 
March 28th  07:00 L – 21:00 L
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Noise Complaints are increasing for homes east of 
Fanita Drive – please extend departure turning 

crosswind after Fanita - Thank you for your help!
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Sky Harbor Lease

• County is still working towards putting this property out to 
bid for a new lessee.
• Next step: County needs to complete hangar by hangar 

inspections to determine building condition and airport/code 
compliance.
• Letters to hangar tenants with dates for the inspections in 

coming weeks.
• Inspections approximately 1 month following the letters.
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Sky Harbor Lease

• Staff working on a request for information to see what aviation 
uses, or parcel sizes potential lessees would like to see on site.
• This will help us in developing the criteria for a subsequent RFP.

22
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KSEE Control Tower

Air Traffic Manager  -Thomas Gordon
Air Traffic Controller - Stephen PriceIntroducing…
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KSEE Control Tower

Air Traffic Controller Stephen Price
• Former US Marine
• Worked KSDM & KNKX towers
• KSEE controller 3 years

Introducing…

Questions for our controller?

25
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FAA looking for controllers
A new hiring window for experienced air traffic 
control opened on February 26 and closes 11:59 
pm ET on March 2.

Now Hiring: Experienced Air 
Traffic Controllers

Qualifications for experienced controllers:
•United States citizenship
•No older than 35 years of age
•Specialized experience: 

•The announcement is open to candidates who have 
maintained at least 52 consecutive weeks of air traffic 
control experience…

26

Ground Control to Major Tom… (actually LtCol Brad)
Major Tom here, over…

> Major Tom, would you like a Ground Controlled Approach to Miramar today?
This is Major Tom – affirmative – what are you offering?

> We are offering the PAR to Runway 24 on Sundays between 2 and 6pm…
Major Tom accepts Precision Approach Radar to Runway 24

> Roger Major Tom, turn right to a heading of 320 and stand by for final controller
Major Tom – Wilco…

27
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Precision Approach Radar and MCAS Miramar
LtCol Brad Butler  Ops Officer/Plus One CFI
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Miramar PAR

• References (be prepared…)
• YouTube videos
• AIM 4-5-4
• Instrument Procedures Handbook 4-69, 4-72

• Requirements
• Sundays 1400-1800L (check NOTAMs)
• Rwy 24 L/R only
• VMC
• Low approach only

• Procedures
• Miramar ATIS on 133.475
• Request PAR from SoCal
• Single frequency approach

Sunday afternoons 2-6pm
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Miramar PAR

• Procedures (cont’d)
• Fly normal approach speeds/procedures as with an ILS
• Read back assigned headings and altitudes until directed otherwise
• Step downs first, then on glideslope (use Climb/Descent Table for 3°, ~500 fpm)
• No “Kentucky windage” on heading – fly precise assigned headings…
• Minimums are in the FAA pubs
• Climb out

• Climb and maintain 1,500’,
• Abeam Miramar TACAN turn right 340°, climb and maintain 3,000’.
• Miramar TACAN is to your right abeam the departure end of Rwy 24L (west of fuel pits)

• Backup Nav
• RNAV 24L (or ILS 24R)
• 109.6 is the VOR equivalent of TACAN 33X and will give you DME (no azimuth)

• You can ask for no-gyro vectors (standard rate, then half standard rate on final)

30

PAR minima & descent rate tables

31
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Miramar PARs

1.Precision Approach Radar (PAR)
1. PAR is designed for use as a landing aid rather than an aid for sequencing 

and spacing aircraft. PAR equipment may be used as a primary landing 
aid or it may be used to monitor other types of approaches. It is designed 
to display range, azimuth, and elevation information.

2. Two antennas are used in the PAR array, one scanning a vertical plane, 
and the other scanning horizontally. Since the range is limited to 10 miles, 
azimuth to 20 degrees, and elevation to 7 degrees, only the final approach 
area is covered. Each scope is divided into two parts. The upper half 
presents altitude and distance information, and the lower half presents 
azimuth and distance.

From:  AIM 4-5-4

32

Miramar PAR
CLIMB OUT
• Climb and maintain 

1,500’, 
• Abeam Miramar 

TACAN turn right 
340°, climb and 
maintain 3,000’.

• Miramar TACAN is to 
your right abeam the 
departure end of Rwy
24L (west of fuel pits)
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Look for landmark to fly missed approach

Tacan Antenna

34

Radar 
minimums 
in AFD

35
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Next Gillespie Field Development Council (GFDC) meeting 
will be held virtually…. Or for those in Jamul – “online”
• 6 p.m. Wednesday, March 17, 2020
• El Cajon City Council Chambers 
• 200 Civic Center Way, El Cajon

36

Gillespie Field Development Council
GFDC Members

•Chairman: Bob Davison (newly elected) 
• term expires 1/31/2023

• Barry Bardack - term expires  6/25/2024
• James Sly - term expires    8/6/2023
•Duane Barto - term expires  3/19//2023
• Phyllis Trombi - term expires   12/7/2021
• Each serves 4-year term
• GFDC meets every other month
• Terms are staggered to insure rotation consistency
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GPA Calendar March

Historic Aircraft Display
• 2021 display conditions

Phyllis Trombi - Leslie Day
Gillespie Pilots Association

Same rules as last year – under COVID restrictions, Credit will be given 
to those who have previously displayed at the San Diego County Display 
at the Terminal Building on the first Saturday of each month from 9:00-
10:00 AM.
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GPA Raffle –
Thanks to sponsors 
& donors!

Would you like to offer a raffle 
prize to promote GPA and 
worthy aviation causes?

1 hour of simulator instruction in 
Redbird Full Motion Simulator

40

Open 0700 – 1500
2015 North Marshall Ave

Support our airport businesses!
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• Approximately 31 acres
• Target opening date in 

early 2022 
• 141,360- sqft single-

story warehouse -
distribution facility 

• 15 truck dock positions 
• 13 truck trailer parking 

stalls
• 230 delivery vans 

loading at a rate of 75 
vans every 20 minutes

• Revenue -
$35,000/month 
($420,000 annually)

“Gillespie Field Development Council recommends 
the Board of Supervisors approve the proposed new 
Ground Lease with SGCLMC-WELD Investment 
Company, L.P., a California Limited Partnership, as 
recommended by staff.” 
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GPA supports the Amazon development
• Efficiently utilizes vacant airport property
• Pumps $420,000 per year into AEF
• Up to 500 good-paying jobs 
• “Green” delivery trucks

• Reduces carbon impact on East County
• Reduces overall “Amazon” traffic

• May result in more aviation jobs over time
• Trolley center across the street
• Economic benefit to El Cajon and Santee

44
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Airport property development 
Chestnut Properties

45
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From Supervisor 
Anderson this 
morning…
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Amazon Project on Weld
• Board action on the Weld lease continued to March 

17meeting.
• Public opposition to development – citing problems with 

Amazon as lessee and some environmental issues
• Unknown whether the Board will approve the lease  or 

development.
• GPA will publish instructions on how to comment to the 

board prior to the meeting...
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Where each of the top 
jobs was ranked :

The Bureau of Labor projects a 4.8% 
growth for pilots between 2020 and 2029
• 6100 jobs expected to open in 10 years
• Pilots’ median salary roughly $121,430
• Pilots ranks #14 - best paying
• Pilots ranked #3 in best social services
• Where the “job is more of a calling

than a choice –
• one of the most rewarding jobs

Pilot Jobs
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Best professions by pay…
1. Anesthesiologist $208,000
2. Surgeon $208,000
3. Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon $208,000
4. Obstetrician and Gynecologist $208,000
5. Orthodontist $208,000
6. Prosthodontist (smile doctor) $208,000
7. Psychiatrist $208,000
8. Physician $206,500
9. Pediatrician $175,310
10. Nurse Anesthetist $174,790
11. Dentist $155,600
12. Petroleum Engineer $137,720
13. IT Manager $146,360
14. Pilot $121,430
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Shape of the industry…

American Airlines sends “WARN”  
Letters to 18,000 employees

51
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This was after the 4th sump. 
The first 3 samples were just 
blue enough to be mistaken 
for fuel. 
Smell your sumps!

This was at SDM. 
Likely cause is a worn fuel cap gasket. 
But you never know.

Beware:  Water in your fuel…
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Top Gun II returns this summer… Stand by for a Fighter Pilot
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The formal medical term used to describe 
the act of picking one's nose is 
“rhinotillexomania”
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Rhinotillexomania is NOT 
recommended while 
flying in turbulence…

Public Service Announcement from the GPA
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New Business?

• Comments?
• Suggestions?
• Stories (25 words or less…)
• Thanks for zoooming along with us this odd pandemic year!
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GPA Raffle –
Free today!

Winner needs to contact me 
to schedule the simulator!

75



3/6/21

29

Mastering the Redbird FMX

Opening the 
Redbird Full Motion 
Simulator (FMX) to 
GPA members by 
appt
Contact me…

Winner of FMX Raffle MUST take sim ride in the month it is won!
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So long, farewell – see you next month…

77


